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COMMENT 


The Presbyterian Church building stands at a busy intersection in the heart of 
‘Taipei. In one sense it is not unusual, for Presbyterian churches are the most common 
on the island. What makes this church distinctive is that it formerly belonged to the 
Episcopal Church. It has been Presbyterian for neearly thirty years; yet we are about 
to celebrate the twentieth anniversary of the Taiwan Episcopal Church. How is this 
to be explained? 


From 1895 Taiwan belonged to Japan. The Japanese had a few clergy on the 
island to represent the NSKK-their own expression of Anglicanism. When China 
regained Taiwan at the conclusion of the Second World War the property was given 
to the Presbyterian Church. 


It was after the exodus of many refugees from the mainland since 1949 that the 
need to from the Taiwan Episcopal Church came about. How this developed you can 
see by following the chart on pages 4 to 7. 


Now it is the twentieth anniversary, and therefore a good time to take a long 
hard look at the present situation. Where are our strengths and our weaknesses? 
What is the best way forward? We invite you to share with us our problems and 
our hopes. 


F een De Bishop 


Dear flock and friends, 


Since our March issue there have been some happenings 
in the diocese which I wish to report to you. 


1. 20th Anniversary Celebrations After the Opening 
Thanksgiving Holy Communion Services and Dinners at St. 
John’s Cathedral, Taipei, in the North on February 19 and 
and at St. Paul’s Church, Kaohsiung, in the South on the 
following day, at which Presiding Bishop John Hines himself 
came to celebrate and preach and Bp. Lani Hanchett of our 
companion Dioceses of Hawaii also came to concelebrate and 
speak, we held our Diocesan Mission taken by Canon Bryan 
Green from April 29 to May 3 at Taipei, Kaohsiung, Tainan 
and Hsinpu. Canon Green’s services were well attended and a 
well appreciated. Many clergy and members of other churches Miss: Cyt 
also came. To nearly all of them this was their first experience of listening to an 
Anglican-Episcopalian evangelist. They were surprised that they could derive much 
spiritual henefit from his sermons, and the questions they asked were satisfactorily 
answered. I am sure that the faith of many of our Episcopalian hearers was streng- 


thened and their spiritual lives deepened by Canon Green’s mission services. One 


regret was that locally we had not beeen able to persuade enough non-Christians to 
attend. 


As our next issue of “Friendship” appears we shall be holding our Piano Concerts 
by Miss Cynthia Fok, a very talented young Anglican lady pianist from Hong Kong 
who has given many successful recitals there and recently also in the U.S.A. where 
she has obtained her B.A. and M. Mus. degrees and is a candidate for the doctoral 
degree. The dates are June 14 Taipei (8.00 p.m. at the City Hall), June 16 at Kaohsiung, 
June 18 in Tainan and June 20 in Hulien. Local readers please reserve these dates 
for a real musical treat. ; 


2. Asian American Ministry Rev. Winston Ching, who is in charge of this new 
work for Asian Episcpalians in the U.S.A., visited our diocese on May 6-9. It was 
fortunate that our Clergy Retreat this year was held in Taipei on May 6-8, and he 
was able to meet all our diocessan clergy and some lay leaders, to report on his 
plans and and to enjoy a fruitful exchange of ideas on how he coud help Chinese 
immigrant from Taiwan and other parts of S.E. Asia. 


3. Clergy Movements Because of clergy returning from studying abroad in the 
summer and clergy leaving for further studies in September, some changes in personnel 
have to be effected end annonnced some time before their return. At the last Council 
of Advice meeting in April, it was decided that John Chien would take the place of 
Edmund Der as Vicar of Good Shepherd Church, and Michael Liu would be Bishop’s 
Chaplain as from lst September 1974. Rev. Canon Samuel Chen will leave for England 
in September and his work at St. Paul’s will be taken over by Rev. Andrew Huang. 


4. Meeting of Bishops of the C.C.E.A. This will be held on May 27-31 at the 
Benedictine Retreat House at Waegwan near Taegu. The last 2 or 3 days will be 
given to an M.R.I. consultation at which Rev. Dr. William Heffner and representatives 
of other mission boards and missionary societies will be present. On June 1 two new 
Korean bishops will be consecrated in Seoul, one to succeed Bishop Richard Rutt of 


Taejon and the other will be the new Bishop of Pusan, the third new Anglican diocese 
mk Ons. 


5. Church Growth Society The diocese is most grateful to the Taiwan Church 
Growth Society for sending three of its members to three of our mission churches in 
March and April for an in-depth study of their strengths and weaknesses. Their reports 
and recommendations are being studied 
separately by the churches concerned 
as well as by the Diocesan Planning 
and Development Committee. Three of 
their members, Rev. Allen Swanson, 
Rev. Ted Ellis and Rev. Dr. Alan Gates 
gave lectures and led discussions on 
Church Growth at our recent clergy 
retreat on May 6 and 7. We hope to 
make public their study and recommen- 
dations in an article in a future issue of 
our “Friendship” magazine. In the 
meantime, please pray that our Taiwan 
Episcopal Church may grow both nu- 
merically and spiritually. 


J 


20th Anniversary . 
Dinner at St. Paul’s Church, Your affectionate Bishop, 


Kaohsiung James Pong. 


TAIWAN EPISCOPAL CHURC 


Stage 


Pre-natal 


Chronology 


1949-53 


Personalities | 


Fr. Graham Liao (retired) 
Maj. R. Corsa (U.S. Army) 
E.1.-Chu, Pz. Bee 

Rev. G. Aldis (O.M.F.) 
Rev. Y.C. Yang (retired) 


Events 


Prayer Fellowship 


Seeking for Bishop 
Worship in Kangshan, 
Chang An E. Rd. Church 


(see “Comment”) 


Places 


Taipei 


Kangshan 


Program 


Evaluation 


| 
| 
| 


Looking up Anglicans from 
Mainland, newspaper 
advertisements, seeking 


for episcopal oversight. 


Anglicans in Diaspora. 
Fellowship renewed. 

High spirit in building up 
Church. 


1954-56 (July) 


Bp. H. Kennedy 
Rev. Theodore Yeh 

Rev. Y.C. Yang died. 

Mr. S.T. Lee, 

Gen. A Kao lay leaders 

Mr. Mark Ma 


Annual Bishop’s visit 


1 resident priest 
Rush in reprinting prayer book 


Confirmation started 


Taipei, Kangshan, 
Kaohsiung, Pingtung 
Building St, John’s Church, All Saints 


Church, St. Paul’s Mission, St. Mark’s 


Mission, recruiting clergy. 


Chaplaincy for Mainland Anglicans 


only. 


Lacks planning. 


SS 
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) YEARS YOUNG 


Charted by Canon E. B. Der 


Infancy 

1956 (August )-1958 (August) 

Bp. H. Kennedy 

Rev. John Caton 

Rev. Richard Yoh (ordained deacon) 
Rev. Mark Ma (deacon) 


Mr. Herbert Yen (seminarian) 
Mr. Ephraim Hsia (lay reader) 


Fr. Caton stationed in South. 
Expatriate work amongst U.S. Military 
Episcopal News published 


Kaohsiung -centred. 


[aipei-unshepherded. 


Youth and college student programme. 
Active summer camps. 


MI. Ma attended Sydney’s Moore College. 
*.B. Der at Seabury- Westen Seminary, 


USA 


Tainan church started. 


Recruiting priests. 
seeking for identity in PECUSA 
2elief work attracts “rice Christians” 


and refugees. 


Childhood 


1958 (August) - 1964 


Bp. H. Kennedy 


Canon Charles Gilson-later Suffragan 
Bishop 


Miss Josephine Webster 
Rev. Peyton Craighill (came 1959) 
An Ven Loh (1959) 


Rev. Patrick Hutton 1960-1970 -later 
archdeacon. 

Rey. Paul Denlinger (1961-63) 

Mr. Fa-Tsang Ley-diocesan 
administrative assistant. 


Herbert Yen, ord. deacon 1960 
Ordination of Samuel Chen, John Liu, 


Chis, John. Ling, Ou, Chun=Shi, Ee usa 
Lay administrator, S.T. Lee, died 1963. 


1959: Nippon Seikokai relinquished 
Taiwan jurisdiction to PECUSA. lst 
delegatinn to General Convention. 

1960: U.S. House of Bishops approved 
Taiwan as Missionary District 

1960: 1st Diocesan Convocation 

1961: General Convention Consecrated 


Suffragan Bishop in residence 


Chiayi; Pingtung work renewed; Chiading; 
Good Shepherd-Shih-Lin; Keelung; 
St. James’, Taiching. 


Training local clergy. 

Open new missions, clinics (1964) 

Fishermen’s work (1962) 

Christian education, Women’s work, 
Altar Guild. 

St. Paul’s Kindergarten (1964) 


Beginning of evangelization. 
Adaptation of Chinese cultural symbol 


in church architecture and decoration. 


Foreign Mission control. 


— —_ 


(continued ) | 
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Formative Years 


1965-1970 


Bp. james: Wouee oeaedh Dans Freel cus Nar, eae Pan ‘james K. in Bes 
Andrew Huang, John Chien, Michael Liu, Hsien-Chih Wang, Charles Chen, 
Stephen Hu and Jason Ke. | 

Left the diocese-David Echols (1968), Peyton Craighill (1968), Mark Ma BS | | 
An Ven Loh (1966), John Liu (1967), Richard Yoh (1967) 

Arrived-Louise Reilley 1965), E. Sommerville (1967), Edmund Der (1966). 

Julie Liang appointed Treasurer. 

Bishop Wong died at 70. 

Patric Hutton became Vicar General. 


Canon Heffner and Bp. E.. Brown visited. 


vitae Dies first Dicesan Bishop 

St. John’s Cathedral officially named. 

CCSEA-1969 in Taipei. 

Friendship House built in 1967. 

Good Shepherd Church built same year. 

St. John’s and St. Mary’s Institute of Technology opened in 1967. 


PORT for election of lst oe: 


St. Matthew s oer Pied 1969. 
Ta-Lin Church, St. Michael’s House. 
Friendship House. 

St. James’ Church built. 


rloerel aie force Gis. Executive Council Prk 
Active programme in College, Senior and Junior Youth and Adult Training 
Canons and Constitutions drawn dp. 

1967-Revised Liturgy translated. 

Rev. Ou Chun-Shih at Central Theological College, Japan 

Hua-Chung School proposed. Kindergarten work expanded. 


Parochial assessment to diocese increased from seh to bas 


eee nts se enone getting Bee blished. 

Big building program. 

Education frontier opened without sufficient staff. 
PECUSA block grant cut-forced stewardship to grow. 
More autonomous government and decision making. 


eee 
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oming of Age 


971-1974 


sishop James Pong consecrated. 

Archdeacon Patric Hutton, Louise Reilley and Rev. John Ling left for USA 
3ishop’s Commissaries appointed. : 

Jeans and canons collated. 

ames Ling and Stephen Hu served abroad. 

Xev. Roy Taylor came; Rev. Burch came and left. 


Rey. Peyton Craighill returned. 


Viissionaries sent to Kuching, Penang and Mauritius. 
st. John’s and St. Mary’s Institute of Technology more closely related to church. 
sink with CMS and Church of England. 

jtrengthening ecumenical ties. 

Ministry Council formed. Diocesan treasury unified. 


North and South deaneries established. 


Slergy retraining programme Carried out. 

North and South deaneries and clergy conference. 
Vicarages for all parish clergy. 

| more kindergartens started; 2 student hostels built. 
Slinic work shrank. 

way involvement and training strengthened. 


Jonorary clergy program launched. 


selfhood. 
Self -support. 
ndigenous administration. 


Strategy reviewed and attention to Church Growth. 


An Interview with Mr. Ley Ha-Csang (fF .C Ley) 


Mr. Ley, what is your official position in the Episcopal Church of Taiwan? 


I am a member of the Council of Advice as well as a member of the Executive 
Council of the Diocese, serving as the Director of the Department of Church 
Relations, concurrently as a member of the Committee on Constitution and 
Canons and a member on the Committee on Ministry and a member of the 
Ecclesiastical Court. I am also a member of the Standing Board of the St. John’s 
and St. Mary’s Institute of Technology, serving at the same time as the secretary 
of the full Board. Besides, I am a staff member of the Diocesan Office, serving as 


the Director of Public and Ecumenical Relation. 


How did you come to be associated with the Church in the mainland days? 
and the Episcopal Church in Taiwan? 


I was admitted in 1912 as a first year student in the St. 
James Junior Middle School of the Episcopal Church in my 
native county, Hanchuan, Hupei Province, and was baptized 
in the fall term that very year. I was then just ten years 
old and became the first Christian of my family. 


When the central government moved to Taiwan in 1949, I 
was on active government service, serving first as the Sec- 
retary—general of the Examination Yuan and later as the 
Minister of Personnel (National Civil Service) till 1963. The 
1950’s were hectic times for government agency heads. For 


Ves ue circumstantial reasons, I could only play the role of a mere 
laymen in the church during those years. Almost immediately 
after 1 gave up my ministerial duties in 1963, I was asked by the Rt. Rev. 


Charles P. Gilson to work in the Diocesan Office, at first serving as the Director 
of Educational Affairs. 


The Taiwan Episcopal Church Today 


by Peyton G. Craighill 


If in no other way, anniversaries serve a good purpose by stimulating us to 

pause and take stock of ourselves. At the end of our first twenty years 
r . . = a : 

members of the Taiwan Episcopal Church look both to the past and to the future 


what do we see? How do we measure up to the task of fulfilling the mission God 
has given us? 


as we 


On the positive side, we can find much for which to be grateful indeed. In most 


places, our congregations are fi ablishe rryl inistri 
I ; gregations are firmly established and carrying on productive ministries. 


Our clergy are well-trained and dedicated. The Church’s institutional life, with its 
schools, clinics, and hostels, is impressive for a diocese of this size. ‘The influence of 
our Church in the general Church life of Taiwan, especially in promoting ecumenical 
cooperation, is also out of proportion to our limited numbers. 


But on the other side of the ledger, despite our progress, we must also recognize 
frankly that we have serious problems. The most serious of these is that the Taiwan 
Episcopal Church is not growing. Measured either in terms of new members or new 
congregations, in recent years we have been virtually standing still. And what is 
more disturbing, as we look to the future, there seems to be little possibility for 
change. 


The reasons for this condition are many and complex, but basically it indicates 
that the Taiwan Episcopal Church has yet to find ways to live and grow as a fully 
integrated part of the life of Taiwan. We still have to learn how to live like fish'in 
the ocean rather than like deep-sea divers in an alien environment. In the coming 
years, solving this problem must be the major task of the Tsiwan Episcopel Church. 


Report on the 14th Annual Diocesan Convocation 
held at Kaoshiane and Kaneshan 


20-22 Feb. 74. 


The fourteenth session of the Convocation of the Diocese of Taiwan began with 
a 20th Anniversary Thanksgiving Service at St. Paul’s Church, Kaohsiung on the 
20th February at 5 pm. Over a hundred people attended this service. Bishop John 
Hines, the Presiding Bishop preached and Rev. S.C. Wang did the translation. A 
novel feature in the service was the choir with about thirty members consisting of 
church members and kindergarten teachers. They sang well and added something to 
the spirit of worship and thanksgiving. 


The first session of this year’s Convocation met at 8 pm the same evening. About 
sixty delegates were present. No serious business was done at this session. The Bishop 
gave his presidential address. Then Bishop J. Hines spoke again, expressing his 
pleasure at being present at the Convocation and having a part in the 20th anniversary 
celebrations of the Diocese. The Bishop also welcomed the Rev. P. Y. Cheung from 
Hong Kong who is the Bishop’s commissary there. Rev. Cheung was able to get the 
churches in Hong Kong to contribute an amount of HK$12,000/-towards the Social 


~ Service Fund of our diocese. The meeting ended at 9 pm and all the delegates took 


a bus to Kangshan where they stayed at the Air Force Recreation Centre. All the 
remaining sessions of the Convocation were held at the Centre. 


Holy Communion was celebratd at All Saints’ Church, Kangshan at 7 am for the 
two mornings. Breakfast was held at the Recrestion Center. There were altogether 
five sessions of meetings. Besides the usual reports of the work in the different 
churches, the passing of the Treasurer’s report and budget and the election of new 


gy 


officers for the various committees, there were some good discussions on the following 

topics:- a) Full Parish Status and Aided Parish status. Up to the present moment, 
there are not any churches who have attained full parish status. The 
Aided Parish idea is to encourage churches to become parishes quicker, 
provided the contribution they make to the Diocese is equivalent to half 
of the amount the Diocese gives as subsidy to them. There were some 
lively discussions on this issue. As there was no consensus, no resolution 
was made and the matter was deferred till the next Convocation. 

b) “How to encourage church 
growth”. This is a matter of 
grave concern to the Bishop, 
as our churches do not seem 
to be growing. Various 
suggestions were made, such 
as holding more evangelistic 
meetings, more personal 
evangelism by members, 
making full use of all the 
opportunities offered by our 
kindergartens and_ student 
hostels and schools, etc. The 
Bishop has a lready enlisted the help of the Church Growth Society in 
Taiwan to conduct a survey and to make recommendations. A subcomittee 


to look into various aspects of church growth and development was set 
up with Canon Der as the convenor. 
c) ‘How to increase the use of i) English and ii) Taiwanese in our worship.” 
As time was limited, a full discussion was not possible. The chance 
of increasing the use of English seems to be not so good as the foreign 
population is decreasing in number. Regarding Taiwanese, the feeling 
was expressed that there seemed to be some difficulties in having two 
language groups having service in the same building and and that it might 
be better to have separate buildings for Mandarin and Taiwanese services. 
Not everyone felt the same way about this. No resolution was passed on 
this question. 


A minor mishap occurred on the last session of meetings. The Rev. Dr. Ceyton 
Craighill met with an accident on his motor bike when he was on his way to the 
meeting and broke his left elbow. He was taken to hospital and a plaster cast was 
made on his arm. But he appeared towards the end of the neeting and received an 
enthusiastic round of applause by everyone present. The Convocation came to an agit 
at noon on 22nd Feb. After ‘lunch, the delegates started on their homeward way. 


My Impressions of the Diocesan Convocation 
by Mr. Yen-Rung Chang 


I was very privileged to be selected as youth representative at the 14th Diocesan 
Convocation. At the Convocation meetings, I learned many things 


a | () 


1. I learned that the clergy were willing to examine themselves in their work. They 
were willing to face honestly their successes as well as their failures. This is a 
great example to us young people. In our youth fellowships and youth work, we 
should be willing to evaluate our work and see where we have failed and where 
our success lies. 


bo 


I learned that the laymen were concerned about the growth of the church and 
were willing to contribute their valuable suggestions. This is a revelation to us 
young people. Church growth is not just the concern of the clergy or a few lay 
people. It is the responsibility of every member of the church. 


I have always felt that our young people are quite keen and active and there is 
mutual love and concern among them. This is their good point. The Christmas Play, 
“The Birth of the Messiah” presented by our Northern youth is a fine example of 
their vigour and ability. On the other hand, I feel that youthful enthusiasm by itself 
is not enough. They need to consolidate themselves in their faith and especially in 
such basic areas as Bible-reading, prayer, worship and service. Really, I feel there is 
a great lack in this. It is quite likely that many of our youths call themselves 
Christians for many years and yet you can count the number of times they read 
their Bible and pray. 


If the church is to grow in the future, it is not going to depend solely on the clergy 
or a few laymen and their labour and toil. It is going to require the combined effort 
of every one of us, young or old. But we must first consolidate themselves; in other 
words, we need to read the Bible and pray. 


May God help our church and enable us to grow in His truth. May He brighten 
the way before us so that we can see where we are to go. May we have a share in 
the work of the Gospel and in the extension of His kingdom. Amen. 


Wisi of the Rt. Ren. Iohn Hines, Dresiding Bishop 
of the Episcopal Church of America (17-21 Feb. 74) 


In connection with the 20th An- 
niversary celebrations of the Episcopal 
Church of Taiwan, Bishop John Hines 
visited Taipei and preached at St. 
John’s Cathedral at the Thanksgiving 
Service on February 19th at 6 pm. 
The Rt. Rev. Lani Hanchett, Bishop 
of Hawaii, our companion diocese, 
was also present for the auspicious 
occasion. So together with our Bishop, 
the three bishops together said the 
Prayer of Consecration in the Com- 


ee ie if ; 
Dinner at International House munion Service. There were over two 


an — 


hundred people present at the service, including many guests and church leaders 


from the other churches. 


After the service, a Thanksgiving Dinner was held at the International House. 
This was well attended. The three bishops spoks in turn and exchanged compliments 
and gifts. A good time was had by all. 


The next day, Bishop Hines flew to Kaoshiung and preached at another service 
of Thanksgiving at St. Paul’ Church at 5 pm. He also spoke at the first session of 
the 14th Annual Diocesan Convocation which was held the same evening at Kaohsiung. 
He left the following day for Taipei and Hong Kong. 


Sryan Green ‘2 Teaching WMésscon ca “lacpec: 


Mrs. Margaret Der 


In celebration of the Diocesan 20th anniversary The Rev. Canon Bryan Green and 
his wife were invited by the Bishop to give the Diocese’s first Teaching Mission. On 
the night of March 29th and 30th he gave two inspiring talks. First on “Jesus is 
man”. He is “fantastic”. God’s love for us is being translated through Him. We often 
think of Christ as the only Lord and Saviour and neglect the part that He is also 
human. He has gone through all the hardships and the misunderstandings that we 
sometimes think that no one has gone through except ourselves. What I have learned 
is that since He can get out of it as a human so can I if I have reliance on God as 
He did with the complete denial of myself and my pride. 


The second night was more moving. 
He preached on the story of Jonah. If 
we are to have God come into our lives 
we must unlock the door to our hearts 
by throwing away the “Jonahs” that 
are on board our lives. We cannot just 
say “Lord help me with my weaknesses”. 


We must make it specific and really [iam > yd 


pin down what is drawing us away from [ease sa (|g 
God. Listenng to Canon Green is like He a (1881 
reading a book entitled “Theology Made : (8 
Easy”. He is able to bring theolby ——miari 1 
down to earth and tells parable after parable about everyday life which manifest 
God to us. His two nights at St. John’s Cathedral surely gave mea wider vision of 
Christianity and the message he carried will remain for a long time in the hearts of 
those who heard him. There was also an excellent choir, a joint effort of St. John’s, 
Good shepherd’s, Advent Chapel’s and Holy trinity’s young people, under the direction 
of Mr. David Chee. They made the evening more up-lifting. It is certainly “Amazing 
Grace”. The cathedral was packed for the 2 nights. Quite a number of ecumenical 
leaders also came. 


Our House Guests-Canon and Mrs. Bryan Green 


Edmund Der 


In our Lantsun House, we entertain many guests. Some come for a cup of tea, 
and some stay overnight. But our family was most impressed by the recent visit of 
Canon and Mrs. Bryan Green. For more than 15 years I have been reading his books 
and learning his evangelistic strategy. I am so glad to have spent two days with them. 


Canon Green is a very mature 
evangelist, so deeply in Christ and so 
interested in man that he is a sensitive 
observer and keen student. wherever 
he goes. He was a bit taken aback 
when confronted by Chinese culture 
and ethics, but he very quickly adapted 
to this .new challenge with his rich 
Western cultural understanding and 
his recent exposure in India to Oriental 


culture. He is very learned in philoso- 


phy and keeps up with advances in 
theological thinking. He advised me 
that in order to be an evangelist a priest must keep up with his own intensive and 


Canon Green addressing Church leaders 


devoted pastoral work as well as study to equip himself for pastoral missions. 


What I appreciateed most is his seasoned approach to evanglism, with humor, 
relevant living examples and excellent biblical theology. His humility and union with 
Christ help to form the great conviction that Christ is the answer to all our need. 


He gave a talk to the staff of SJSMIT on the mission of a Christian college, and 
a student mission on the theme of Jesus walking over the sea and leading the sinking 
Peter to portray the need of saivation from present day youth phobias. His last 
session was a question and answer period on the meaning of existence in relation to 


Christ. 


For real church growth, how we definitely need to raise up evangelists and 


mission leaders! 


Suggestions for Church Growth-A Personal Viewpoint 


by Mr. Yiu-Dao Lee. (Kangshan) 


Spreading the Gospel is like sowing seeds. If you want a good harvest, you must 
keep on sowing. There is plenty of good and fertile soil in Taiwan. If we sow 
effectively, paying heed to the seeds we sow, the method of sowing, weeding and 


adding fertilizer then a rich harvest is assured. 
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1. Selecting seeds Here I do not mean the seed of the Gospel, the word of God, 
as in the parable of the Sower. By seeds, I mean those who spread the Gospel, 
the pastors or clergy. In our Episcopal churches, we have clergy who are well- 
educated, have received theological training and of good character. But some of 
those who have just left college need more experience in society So it is good 
to place them to work for a time in the social service organisations run by the 
church so that they can gain more experience in the world and in knowing how 
to deal with people. The clergy should also look out for laymen with talents and 
fully utilise their gifts for the work of the church. This is also another aspect of 


selection. 


2. Sowing seeds Where there is much sowing, there shall also be much reaping. 
So as a first strategy, we should seek to plant as many churches as we can in 
the major cities and towns of Taiwan, so that the Gospel can be widely spread. 
I know it is not easy to plant a church. It needs much work and expenses and 
personnel, but we must move in this direction with faith in an all-sufficient God 
and with all fellow workers working together. 


Next, we should continue expanding social and educational work, such as 
schools, hospitals, nurseries, kindergartens and student hostels. This is an effective 
way of reaching into society and establishing a Christian influence there. And in 
the years to come, we shall see the fruit of our labours and many will be added 
to our church. 


Thirdly, we should make more use of communication media, such as _ radio 
and television. Many have been touched with messages that come from these media. 


Fourthly, we should organise more evangelistic meetings. I suggest that there 
should be a combined Diocesan-wide evangelistic campaign or mission once or 
twice a year. This can be organised by clergy and laymen together. This evange- 
listic band or team can take turns to tour round the churches staying for zbout 
three days at each church. Before the meetings at any church, the church 
members should invite their: relatives and friends to come to hear the Gospel. 
Not only should we have someone to proclaim the message but we should also 
have church members to speak of their conversion experiences. These testimonies 
can really move the audience and achieve much for the kingdom of God. 


Fifthly and finally, we should encourage every church member to lead one 
other person to Christ each year. Actually this is not very hard and is not too 
high a goal for our church members. If every church member can do this ever 
year, then there will be no more problem of a stagnant and non- growing chines 


3. Weeding In trying to grow anything, there is always the problem of 

weeds. These should be removed, or else the seeds will not grow and bear fruit 
healthily. In the same way, in the church we also find these “weeds” which 
hinder the work of the church. These also must be removed, as far as we can 
in order to ensure a healthy growth. What are some of these Seedes in the 
church? I think the worst of these are pride, selfishness and insincerit Man 
church members seek to glorify themselves, fight for power and eee in ite 


church and look down on others, like the Pharisees in Luke 18. Then there are 


. 


those who come for baptism or confirmation who are insincere. They have their- 
own selfish motives. They come not because they really believe and want to 
follow Christ, but for their own convenience or advantage. Then there are also 
those who appear to be very devout and humble in church, but outside the 
church they do many wrong things. If there are such people in church, how 
will outsiders be attracted to our church? 


In order to handle the problem of the weeds, we should try our best to 
persuade such people to repent of their ways, directly or indirectly. At the same 
time, we should examine ourselves 2s these weeds are in all of us. If we see 
any pride or selfishness or insincerity in us, we should quickly correct ourselves. 
In this way, we shall help the church to grow healthily. 


Every church has its good and bad points. If we can organise visiting teams 
to visit other churches, we can learn from their successes and avoid making 
some of their mistakes. In this way, we can also promote church unity among 
all the churches here in Taiwan. 


4, Adding Fertilizer A person may be baptised and confirmed, but this does not 
necessarily mean that he or she is growing as a Christian. He must seek to 
develop and mature himself by his own spiritual efforts, such as daily habits of 
Bible-reading and prayer. ‘The pastors or clergy can help the lay people to grow 
by suggesting good pooks to read, organizing retreats and camps, running devotional 
meetings and family gatherings. They should visit with their people and maintain 
a close contact with them. By this constant work of “adding fertilizer”, the 
church members will grow spiritually and the church will become effective and 
fruitful in bringing others in. 


Caiwan Lpiseopal Church Challenges Church Growth Society 


Can churches in Taiwan still grow today? Some people, including the members 
of the Taiwan Church Growth Society, staunchly insist it is still possible-and this 
issue on Taiwan Church Growth is devoted to examples that bear out this faith. Most 
churches admittedly find the going rough. Some churches are still determined to do 
something about it, however. Several months ago, Dr. Peyton Craighhill, Vice President 
of the Tainan Theological College, and a concerned Episcopalian approached the 
Church Growth Society on behalf of his church. “What can your Society do to help 
the Taiwan Episcopal Church to grow again?” was the challenge presented. 


In response, Dr. Alan Gates, Rev. Ted Ellis and Rev. Allen Swanson met in 
several sessions with Bishop James Pong, Dr. Craighnill and other concerned pastoral 
leaders to map out a basic strategy. First, several Society members conducted “in 
depth” initial surveys of three of the Episcopal Church’s 14 congregations. Using 
diagnostic charts, questionnaires and discussion questions, a team spent one or more 
days in each congregation, meeting privately with the pastor, lay leaders and the 
bishop’s Council. A report was then to be submitted to the Bishop in mid-April which 
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would hopefully lead to a commitment from certain congregations to submit to a one- 
year church growth experiment preceded by a two-three day training workshop. 


The Taiwan Church Growth Society rejoices in the open, candid attitude shown 
by the leaders of the Taiwan Episcopal Church. May other churches also share their 
spirit of honesty and concern for the renewed growth of Christ’s church in Taiwan. 


Considering Church Growth 


(a brief report on the clergy conference (6ith-8th May) 


This was held at Kennedy Hall, the new Girls’ Student Centre at St. John’s 
Cathedral, Taipei. All the clergy and some prominent laymen of the church were 
present. At this Conference, the Bishop invited members of the Taiwan Church 
Growth Society to come and share with us their thoughts on how our church could 


grow. 


At the first session, the Rev. F.L. Liu, chaplain to Tunghai University, Taichung, 
taught us the technique of cell-group prayer fellowships. At the second session, he 
taught us the technique of showing someone how to read the Bible and then asking 
him to do the same with others. Rev. Allen Swanson and Dr. Alan Gates of the 
Church Growth Society also spoke on “The Possibility of Growth” and “Preparing 
for Change”. The rest of the sessions were devoted to discussions on the Report 
prepared by the Church Growth Society on their comments upon their visits to three 
of our churches. We were led to honestly examine ourselves on the effectiveness of 
our clergy and lay training, the question of placement of elergy, and whether our 
Anglican way of worship is relevant today. We also discussed the' question of having 
more than one language used in worship and the problems encountered. We were also 
forced to ask whether the running of kindergartens and student hostels affect the 
giving of members and so indirectly affect church growth. 


The Rev. Dr. Peyton Craighill felt that the clergy Conference this year was the 
best he had attended so far and that some real steps have been taken towards church 
growth in the Taiwan Episcopal Church. 


AROUND THE CHURCHES 


1. After the Winter Conference our young people have been quite active. They 
have now organised table-tennis competitions, English Bible study groups and a 
choir. To really make the choir a success, they have invited the Rev. C.L. Chang 
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to be the choirmaster and Miss S.Y. Lee to be the pianist. They have over twenty 
young people in the choir, many of whom are university, teacher’s College and 
high school students. As we do not have a janitor in the church, our young 
people have been very helpful in cleaning up the church, polishing floors and 
dusting chairs. Some are helping to teach Sunday School. It is really moving to 
see their enthusiasm and keenness for the Lord. 
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With the help of an U.T.O. grant of US$20,000, we were able to purchase a piece 
of ground of fifty-two peng inside our church compound. We thank the Lord 


s 


for His mercy and grace towards us. 


All Saints’ Church, Kangshan. 


On the Ist of February this year, we started a nursery in memory of the late 
Rev. Y.Y Liu, founder of All Saints’ Church, Kangshan and as a service to the 
community. We now have about fifty children enrolled. Our facilities are still not 
adequate. We want to thank St. John’s Cathedral, Taipei, St. James’ Church, Taichung, 
and Advent Church Hsinpu for their kind financial gifts and Good Shepherd Shihlin 
for the gift of a paddle organ. 


St. James’ Church, Pingtung 


On the 7th April, 74 the new vicarage “Gilson House”, named after Bishop 
Gilson, was dedicated by our Bishop. About fifty people attended the dedication 
service. A southern clergy conference was held at the same time. 


Advent Church, Hsinpu 


1. In addition to the families of Faith, Hope, Love and Truth, we have now added 
a new family called Goodness with Mr. Robert Chang as head and advisor. We 
pray that, under his leadership, our Christian students will be led to do many 
good works so that God’s name may be glorified. 
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During this term, our student fellowship activities are as follows:- 

Holy Communion, once a month; twice a month Evening Prayer; Family Get- 
Together once a month. All the above are held on Thursday evenings. In addition, 
every Tuesday evening we have choir practice. There is also a cell-group prayer 
meeting every morning at 7.10-7.45 am, except Saturday when we have Morning 
Prayer. The program at the Family Get-Together includes Bible games, sketches 


and plays, birthday remembrances and fare-wells to graduating students. 


3. A basketball competition between the three familes of Faith, Hope and Love was 
started on 19th March. The aim is to encourage the students and members to 


get to know each other better. 


4. A Bible Quiz was started on the 8th April with more than 100 questions. The 
final outcome of the Quiz is still pending. 


SJSM Institute of Technology, Hsinpu 


On the 6th April, about one hundred members of the staff had an outing at the 
Rung-sing Garden in Taipei. A very happy and enjoyable time was had by all. 
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SJSMIT 7th Anniversary celebrations (26 April 74) and Dedication of Hawks Pott Hall 


A brief ceremony attended by the 
whole student body was performed at 
10 am in connection with the 7th An- 
niversary of the Institute. Dr. F.T. Ley, 
a member of the Standing Board gave 
an address to the students. 


Immediately after this was the 
dedication of Hawks Pott Hall, a new 
block just recently completed. Dr. Pott 
was president of St. John’s University, 
Shanghai, from 1896 to 1940. Members 
of the St. John’s University Alumni 
Association were present for the dedication of the Hall built in Dr. Pott’s memory. 
After the dedication, a tea-party was held in the vice-principal’s residence. 


Dedication of Kennedy Hall, St. John’s Cathedral. Taipei-21 April 74 


Kennedy Hall, the new Girls’ Student Centre, built by St. John’s Cathedral, 
Taipei, was officially dedicated By Bishop Kennedy on Sunday 21st April. Bishop 
Kennedy flew from Hawaii where he is retiring to come here for the dedication. 
The Hall was completed at the end of 
February and began taking in students. 
It can take in up to eight-four students. 
At the moment there are only four 
students staying in it. 


Bishop Kennedy preached at the 
Communion Service on that same mo- 
rning, at the Cathedral. Below is a 
brief summary of his sermon, entitled 
“The Four Roadways.” 


1. The Roadway to Damascus-the 
roadway of Awakening. 


2. The Roadway to Jericho-the road- 
way of Service. 


3. The Roadway to Jerusalem-—the 
roadway of Commitment. 


4. The Roadway to Emmaus-the road- 
way of Fellowship. 
Holy Trinity Church, Keelung 


On Easter Day, 13th April Bishop 
Pong conducted the Communion Service 
at the Holy Trinity Church, Keelung. 
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The lay vicar. Mr. David Chee, was away in Hong Kong at the time to attend his 
brother’s wedding there. Mr. C. S. Chang was confirmed by the Bishop at the service. 
There were about twenty people at the Confirmation service. After the service, there 
was a small tea-party at which Easter eggs were distributed and consumed. For the 
members of Holy Trinity Church, this will be a memorable day for a long time to come. 


St. Paul’s Church, Kaohsiung 


There are two services on Sundays at St. Paul’s. At 9 am, the service is in 
Taiwanese, while at 10 am it is in Mandarin. There are some difficulties experienced 
in ministering to two language-speaking groups in the same roof. Please pray that 
the difficulties may be resolved peacefully. The kindergarten has now grown to 610 
students, with 15 teachers and a total of 27 on the staff. It just bought a new van costing 
NT$26,000. They need a teacher who will supervise the religious education of the 
children as well as help in the Ladies’ Fellowship and visitation of parents. 


On May 12th, the church and kindergarten had a Rummage Sale. 
St. Peter’s Church, Chiayi 


On Sunday, there is a Mandarin service at 10 am and a Taiwanese service at 
7.30 pm. The Rev. Jason Ke is working very hard to keep the kindergarten going. 
Every Saturday, Rev. Ke goes to a small town called Kopei to conduct a house 
church there. They would value your prayers. ‘There is also a Girls’ Hostel with 39 
beds. 


Church of the Good Shepherd, Shihlin 


On May 4th, we held a Rummage Sale. Many church members, kindergarten 
teachers and parents, college students and youth fellowship members helped to make 
it a success. The profit came to about NT$37,000. Hundreds of people came and the 
courtyard was packed. We thank God for the good weather and the good sale of goods. 


On Mother’s Day, our kindergarten had a Sports Meet. We borrowed the grounds 
of the Yangming Middle School for the occasion. It was a fine day but very hot. 
Hundreds of parents came to cheer their little ones on. Some of the competitions 
were tug-of-war, cake-eating, three-legged race and dressing-up games. All had 
a good time, but very tiring because of the weather. 


The Wider Ghurch 


CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE OF ASIA NEWS 


1. Asian Missionary Support Fund 


At the Executive Committee Meeting of the Christian Conference of Asia 
(formerly EACC) held on March 24-26 in Auckland, New Zealand, it was decided to 
establish an Asian Missionary Support Fund with an initial. budget of U.S.$50,000. 


The fund will have responsibility for the movement of personnel within Asia for 
the purpose of mission activity, church renewal, social action, work among migrants 
and those involved in mission history, 
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2. Laymen Abroad 


The earlier programs for Laymen Abroad have been superceded by a wider program 
which is described as a ‘Ministry to Persons Overseas’. The new mandate continues the 
previous concern for laymen in an expatriate situation and adds the concern for all 
those who, for economic and social reasons are forced to live in another country. 
(Note: Bishop Pong was a part-time staff member in this EACC (now CCA) project 
in 1965-1968 when he was serving as the Anglican Regional Officer for S.S. Asia.) 


3. Official Languages at WCC Assembly 


English has been the only language used at CCA meetings so far, and at the 
world Council of Churches meetingst three European languages can be used. The 
Executive Committee recommended the discontinuance of this Western bias, and that 
if a WCC assembly is held in Asia, there should be 2 Asian languages and 1 
European language as the ‘official languages’. 


4. Episcopal Asiamerica Strategies Task Force Named 


The Rt. Rev. John E. Hines, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, has 
announced the appointment of an Episcopal Asiamerica Strategies Task Force, whose 
responsibility is to propose a structure for the church’s ministry with Asian American 
Episcopalians. The task force is expected to complete its work within a year and 
report its recommendations to the 1975 conference of Asian American Episcopalians. 


PERSONAL BRIEFS 


The Rt. Rev. J. E. L. Newbigin Bishop of Madras (in the Church of South India) 
since 1965, has been appointed lecturer at Selly Oak Colleges in Birmingham, England, 
as from September this Year. Our own Canon Samuel Chen Will be spending several 
months at these colleges from September. 


The Rev. John Stott of All Souls’ Langham Place, London. visited Taiwan on 28 
May-2 June, at the invitation of the Campus Evangelical Fellowship. On the 3lst 
May, the Northern clergy had a luncheon meeting with the Rev. Stott at Friendship 
House, our Diocesan Centre. It was a very profitable meeting. 


Dr. Coggan named Archbishop of Canterbury. He said the Anglican Church must 
address itself more to the problems of the world, paricularly the “appalling destitution” 
in big cities. Dr. Coggan, 64, now Archbishop of York, will be the 101st Archbishop 
of Canterbury, succeeding Dr. Michael Ramsey, who retires Nov. 15, the day after 
his 70th birthday. He will be the spiritual head of of 64 million Anglicans throughout 
the world. 


COMING EVENTS 


Summer Camps 
1. University and College Student Camp-3-7th July 74 at Hsinchu. 
Theme: Church Growth 


2. Youth Fellowship Camp-July 22-25 at Chiayi 
Theme: Know your faith, know your world. 


3. Laymen Camp-July 19-21 at Sun Moon Lake, Taichung. 
Theme: Church Growth. 


The New Presiding Bishop— Rt. Rev. John Maury Allin 


The Rt. Rev. John Maury Allin formerly Bishop of Mississippi, becomes the new 
Presiding Bishop of the U.S.A. on June Ist. His term of office can be up to twelve 
years. The inaugural celebration of Holy Communion is due to take place on June 10 
and the formal installation on the following day. Mr. William Wang, formerly our 
Hon. Diocesan Treasurer, and the Rev. John Chien now studying at the Virginia 
Theological Seminary, will represent us on this occasion. His predecessor, John Hines, 
honoured us with two visits in recent years; we therefore hope it will not be long 


before Bishop Allin also comes to Taiwan. Meantime we join with the other dioceses 


in welcoming him and wishing him God’s blessing on his work. 


Ohe besn teas gracious to me 


Miss Ke Chiew Ding 


Before I came to know the Lord and accepted Him into my life, I used to attend 
Sunday School, church worship and other religious activities. But at that time I 
didn’t go with a sincere desire to worship God or to do His will. I only went there 
to while away the time. I remember I used to feel so empty inside, was envious of 
other people and self-centred. My heart was filled with wrong thoughts and I was 
enslaved by sin. But our merciful Heavenly Father was gracious to me. He did not 
want me to die in sin but that I might live in newness of life. So even while 
I was dead in sin He came and sought for me, a long lost sheep. He saved me from 
my sins and gave me eternal life. Thanks be to Him! 


I came to know the Lord as a result of a long-standing illness. For more than 
three years, | had been worried to death because of a tumour in the chest. I did 
not know whether it was malignant or not. But. I was afraid to go for a thorough 
examination fearing that if it turned out to be bad news I would not know what to 
do. Because of this I carried with me this heavy burden. I lost my joy, became 
very moody and temperamental and lost my desire to live. 


During this time, I was working in Tainan and my sister was teaching in Taipei. 
She is a member of the Episcopal church. My sickness became known to the pastors 
and parishioners. They prayed for me. The remarkable thing was that I began to 
feel better and became less temperamental. I could not understand why at first. But 
I know now that it was the work of the Holy Spirit. 


During the winter holidays, my sister persuaded me several times io come up to 
Taipei for a proper medical check-up. But I refused. But even as I refused, I know 
that she was right. A voice seemed to be saying to me; “You shold go to Taipei.” 
And so on the 6th February this year, when my sister again said to me that I should 
go for a physical examination, I cried and agreed to go. 


We left for Taipei on 8th February and stayed with the Rev. & Mrs. Wilfred 
Chee at the Church of the Good Shepherd. They cared for me and arranged for me 
to see the doctor. In the midst of their busy programme, they took time off to look 
after me. I was overwhelmed with their kindness and love shown towards me. 
I began to see the difference between those who are Christians and those who are not. 


Moreover, Rev. Chee read and explained the Scriptures to me every day. The Scripture 
verses were all about the love of God and how He came seeking for His lost sheep. 
I felt that the Lord was speaking to me through His Word. In 
the story of the Prodigal Son, we see how he had to come to a 
point of desperation and helplessness before he repented and 
returned to his father. I was exactly like that son. I acknowledged 
my sin and need for repentance. I turned to God my heavenly 
Father for forgiveness and He forgave me and accepted me as 
His own. 


I am now born again. I am a new creature in Christ. Now I 
begin to experience what real life is. My past despondency and 
pessimism have been replaced by a joy unspeakable and a zest 
for living. In my daily life I sense the presence of God guiding 
and protecting me. My illness has been completely healed. The 
tumour turned out to be benign. The Lord has been very kind 
to me. What He has done for me is more than all that I could : 
ask or think. That is why I write this brief testimony to give glory and thanksgiving 
to His Name. | hope that what I have written may be of help to some. Thank you. 
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